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Vision 
& Style

At the beginning of this year British-
based interior designer Jenny Blanc 
opened an exciting new showroom 
in St. James. We catch up with her in 
between trips to London and New York 
to find out more about her design work 
and what’s in store for 2012. 

How often do you visit New York?
 I usually visit once a year for the main interiors show, but since I’ve 
opened a second showroom here in St James, I can see I will be visit-
ing more frequently. There are so many wonderful suppliers there 
and I like to combine ideas from Europe and America and of course, 
England. I visit the shows in Europe at key times in the year although 
all this depends on what projects we have on at the time. Maison 
Objet in Paris is still one of the best shows to be inspired and to see 
hundreds of ideas under one roof. 

Tell us a little more about your showroom in London. 
I opened it as a lifestyle showroom some sixteen years ago. We have 
a wonderful team running the showroom and design practice with 
service key to everything we do. It’s situated in one of the most 
beautiful suburbs of London with Hampton Court just around the 
corner. Many clients like to start the design process there although 
we will fit in with the client’s diary and location. The Barbados show-
room has really completed the circle for us. 

It’s been a whirlwind time for you. Has the response to the 
Barbados showroom surprised you?
In many ways, yes, as the response from clients and customers 
has been beyond what I could have possibly imagined. We’ve had 
such wonderful comments from everyone, Barbadians and overseas 
homeowners alike- everyone has been so complimentary and en-
couraging. Since I first started visiting Barbados some 13 years ago 
to work on clients’ homes, I’ve wanted to open a showroom here. It 
is such a beautiful island with wonderful traditions. Add to this the 
fabulous weather, breathtaking scenery and charming people and 
you have a place that is quite irrepressible.  Then there’s the diverse 
properties throughout the island. The design team have worked on 
new and exclusive apartments with marina views, complete refur-
bishments of established residences with amazing vistas across some 
of the best bays to more secluded properties in the most prestigious 
areas. Each one presents a different set of considerations and chal-
lenges and it is this together with the whole aspect of working with 
clients to fulfil their aspirations that makes our work so compelling. 
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Do you have interior ideas you particularly favour 
for the Caribbean? 
I love to work with colour. When you look around the is-
lands, colour plays such an important role. So many cli-
ents want to bring that beauty indoors. It’s our job to find 
the most suitable design concepts that not only look won-
derful but, equally important, they need to work in the 
conditions. Creating a home many miles away is a costly 
business so it’s important for clients to see and feel the 
investment they are making through the homes we create 
for them. We spend a great deal of time at the beginning 
of the project getting to know our clients, talking through 
their ideas and creating their vision. If we can understand 
how they want to live in the Caribbean, the design side 
can take shape pretty quickly. Over the years we’ve built 
up considerable knowledge and through this have created 
a complete interior design service which provides every 
aspect of creating a home in the sun. The design work 
is just one element that goes towards completing a real 
home that has lasting value. 

Your collaboration with local artisans is inspired. 
How did this begin? 
Barbados is teeming with creative people many of which 
have skills handed down through the generations. Furni-
ture making has been so much part of the economy that 
it seems only right to utilise these skills for the right client. 
The design work starts back in London at the beginning of 

the process, fine tuning an idea using the client’s brief as 
a starting point- it can be anything from a dining table to 
seat twelve to a coral stone gazebo for the garden. Then 
the design plans are sent to the artisan who then starts 
work on the piece- very often we will choose the mate-
rial on sight before anything is started. We visit at various 
stages of construction to check proportions, design and 
finish and to make any amends that are part of creating 
something unique. Some of our favourite pieces can be 
seen in the St James showroom using a combination of 
skills and materials such as coral stone, iron and marble. 

The outdoor furniture collection seems like a 
stroke of genius. How did this come about? 
Having sourced the best from around the world, it’s be-
come very important to each project to make sure we 
offer high quality outdoor furniture to our clients in the 
Caribbean. The climate plays havoc with outdoor furniture 
– it’s so exposed to the salt-filled air and combined with 
heat and moisture, the most robust materials can crack 
under the strain. So we owe it to our clients to source the 
best. We have brought together six exceptional brands, 
each offering a different style and look which we have put 
to the test. The service includes any space planning cli-
ents may require to create really workable outdoor living 
areas. This service also enables clients to procure beautiful 
outdoor furniture for any one of the Caribbean islands. It’s 
simply a case of getting in touch with us through either 
showroom and we will do the rest.     

So what’s in store for the Barbados showroom 
this year? 
 It’s so important for us to provide an ever-changing selec-
tion of beautiful items. Some customers are overwhelmed 
by the looks we have created  – in fact many want to live 
in the showroom! We are presenting some stunning  col-
lections which are exclusive to us in the Caribbean, so 
we really believe we are offering something unique and 
special. It’s also a wonderful place to visit at the start of 
a design project. Customers can go through our design 
portfolios, find out more about our services and pick up 
ideas on the feel they would like to create. We want to 
make it a place where people can come to for design ad-
vice, a good dose of retail therapy and layer upon layer of 
ideas for interiors. Towards the end of this year we will be 
unveiling new accessory collections. So many clients are 
looking for a unique piece to grace their home. And this 
is alongside the clients who require every essential for a 
new property so we hope to provide the answer for both.  
As you can imagine, we are pretty busy at the moment, 
but the response has been so heartwarming, and as I say, 
quite overwhelming. It’s given us the impetus to expand 
our customer service approach still further. Mind you, be-
hind all our ideas is an overriding desire to create beautiful 
homes. It’s as simple as that!

   Two exciting locations to visit 
   • Jenny Blanc Barbados  
   Sunset Crest, St James, Barbados, West Indies 
   1(246) 432 0989  barbados@jennyblanc.com

   • Jenny Blanc London 
   59 High Street, Teddington, West London TW11 8HA   
   +44(0) 20 8943 4440   design@jennyblanc.com 
   www.jennyblanc.com 


