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Jenny Blanc - An 
exemplary reputation for 
their unique approach
It is now some 15 years since the Jenny Blanc design studio carried out its 
first interior design commission in Barbados. Since then and many award 
winning projects later, it has an established design presence on the island 
and a highly successful lifestyle showroom which, in addition to offering an 
extraordinary range of beautiful, unusual products for the home, serves to 
introduce the company’s design work to potential clients. This includes a 
full design service for private homes or for the rental market as well as 
services re-designing individual rooms, room staging and accessorising.

The design studio is based in the west London head office and over years of 
research Jenny Blanc has built up a library of the best, most beautiful fabrics, furnishings and 

fittings suitable for a tropical marine climate.  Every attempt is made to source locally and the 
London studio has paint colour charts and samples of hardwoods, coral stone and tiles available 
in Barbados.  The studio also designs unique pieces of furniture in the local vernacular, using tra-
ditional materials such as mahogany and other hardwoods, coral stone and wrought iron which 
are manufactured by the island’s skilled artisans and some of which can be seen in the Barbados 
showroom.
     Several, but not all, of Jenny Blanc’s clients are British and they find the UK based design 
head office and showroom extremely convenient for presentations and meetings throughout 
the course of the project.  Some clients hear about the company’s design services through word 
of mouth, others from visiting the showroom in Barbados or from articles and advertisements in 
local magazines.  Through experience and a company ethos of inimitable service, Jenny Blanc has 

created a unique approach whereby the synergy between the clients’ wishes and the designers’ 
knowledge and experience of the Caribbean produce tailor-made, original concepts for each project 

which require only minor adjustments during workshop meetings. 

The company strives to make the whole design process enjoyable for its clients 
with an exciting momentum building up to the final happy conclusion.
At the start of a commission, Jenny Blanc or Barbados-born, Design Director, 
Sue Thomas-Richardson, meets with the client to discuss the project, gets a 
brief of their requirements, establishes whether the property will be for pri-
vate use or rental and gets an idea of their preferred style, colours and how 
they would like to live in it.  The full service includes designs for the interiors 
and all outdoor living spaces, supplying architects with electrical layouts, 
specifying the finishes to hard surfaces such as paint colours and tiles, the 
creation of concept boards for each room and sourcing and supplying all 
furnishings and accessories down to the last detail.  Where the property 
is a new build they will also work in conjunction with the architects and 
project managers to achieve the best results, as well as being available to 
attend site meetings when required.
    Following this initial meeting Jenny Blanc submits a proposal setting 
out its understanding of the client’s requirements for the property, the 
extent of the design work for which it is being engaged, the design fees 
and terms & conditions.  The company is seldom given a budget but where neces-
sary can work to a specified cost.  In most cases, clients wish to have their new home ready for 
the excitement of their first Christmas in a Caribbean holiday home.   September to December 
in Barbados is completely hectic for the design team getting all the projects finished for the 
Christmas finale!  A typical four bedroom house, once built, can take approximately 6 - 8 
months from concept to completion and Jenny Blanc prides itself on meeting exacting dead-
lines. 
    Once the design fees and the scope of the commission have been agreed, work starts 
immediately on preparing scaled furniture layouts for a presentation meeting with the 
clients showing possible options for each room.  At this meeting the designers, who have 
extensive experience of what is required to live in the tropics,  recommend the best use of 
each area and will show some exciting initial ideas for fabrics and furnishings, listening to 
the clients’ feedback and response to these suggestions.  This is usually a long meeting and 
can last up to 4 hours while the team get deeper into the clients’ wishes and aesthetics and 
ensure the project is going in the right direction.  As soon as the layouts are agreed, the priority 
is always to prepare electrical detailing for the builders so that everything is in place in good time.  
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 Concept boards are then prepared for each room and the furnishings summarised 
in every detail with costs and quantities. This is the point where the clients start 
to enjoy working on the project. The selection of beautiful fabrics and elegant 
furnishings for their home sparks real excitement and diffuses what to them can 
seem a daunting task. At a further two meetings these concepts will be fine-
tuned and, where necessary, the costings adjusted.  The company ensures that 
at all times the clients are in control of expenditure and throughout the project 
they are kept up to date with a detailed summary of costs.
     Once the client has accepted the furnishing costs, the procurement pro-
cess begins with ordering, manufacturing of curtains, soft furnishings and 
bespoke items.  All items sourced outside Barbados are consolidated with 
the company’s shippers.  Included in Jenny Blanc’s service is the huge task 
of consolidating and shipping the clients’ furnishings and clearance through 
customs using the company’s experienced brokers to ensure a timely 
delivery and installation.
    The company has its own professional team to make sure the property 
is clean and ready for installation, the goods unpacked and installed right 

down to the final candle. It makes sure everything is completed for the client’s 
arrival with a rum punch waiting ready for the final walk-through and handover by Jenny or 

Sue.  This is, of course, not the end, and the design team are always on hand to follow up on any 
additional requirements the client may have.
   Jenny Blanc’s success has brought many prestigious awards for its projects in the Caribbean 
including Best International Interior Design for an apartment in Port St. Charles and Best Interior 
Design Caribbean for a Royal Westmoreland Estate Residence.  This year it has won a new award 
from the International Property Awards for a family residence in Apes Hill.

Caribbean Showroom: Sunset Crest, St. James, Barbados, West Indies  
Tel: 1 (246) 432 0989 E-mail:  barbados@jennyblanc.com

London Design Studio & Showroom: 59 High Street, Teddington, West London  
TW11 8HA  Tel: +44 (0)20 8943 4440  E-mail:  design@jennyblanc.com

www.jennyblanc.com


