


W
hile Simon Cowell and Sir Philip Green top 
up their rich-list tans at the luxuriant Sandy 
Lane, and golfing titans Woosnam and Faldo 
tee up for the annual ‘Celebrity Classic’ at 

Royal Westmoreland, even a sneaky peak at the visitors’ book 
is frowned upon at Ker Avel; a sign perhaps, that old school 
Barbados still knows how to behave. The glory days that began 
back in the 40s with dynasties like Cunard and Guinness, 
established Barbados as a world-class destination. Back then, 
holiday homes celebrated the island’s rich colonial heritage, 
secluded hideaways for the exclusive use of immediate family 
and friends, without media intrusion, solicited or otherwise. 

These days, oven-ready resorts may be colonising the coastline, 
but for celebrated UK interior designer Jenny Blanc, the “real” 
Barbados is still all about provenance: “A number of the island’s 
historic plantation homes are being coaxed back to life by a 
younger generation of owners. Perhaps uncertain times have 
rekindled a passion for the order and glamour of a bygone era. 
Who can say – I’m just thrilled to see such architectural gems 
being given a second chance, otherwise, the island risks losing 
an irreplaceable part of its heritage.”

In a tropical offspring of England where Brits make up the 
majority of second-homeowners, Jenny is no stranger to trending 
tastes – the past fourteen years spent shaping the exotic bolthole 
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Acclaimed interior designer Jenny Blanc’s latest tropical makeover on 
the island of Barbados has impeccable breeding, but does it fit with the 
island’s more nouveau inclinations, asks Laura Henderson?
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aspirations of northern hemisphere escapees. Indeed, her latest 
decision to open up a design studio on the chic west coast has, 
she explains been heavily influenced by a return to ‘era value’ 
tastes. A classic case in point is her £600,000 revamp of “west 
coast classic” the palatial coral stoned Ker Avel on Polo Ridge. 

“The house has such good bones,” she enthuses. “You could 
pretty much do anything to it. The current owners asked me 
to re-think the interior as a place for friends and family - 
including young children - to relax: a case of guest comfort over 
permanently plumped cushions. But that’s how it should be – it’s 
an authentic Bajan residence built for entertaining.” 

View the finished result today and the gracious decor 
immediately catches your attention: handsome Louvre doors, 
Doric columns and tall Demerara windows giving a sense of 
bygone occasion yet with the overall feel one of ‘liveable-in’ 
elegance. The airy marbled entrance hall with coffered pickled 
pine ceiling sweeps through to a central open-sky courtyard, 
double-height drawing room and pillared gallery of bedrooms: 
the most sumptuous decorated with creamy draperies, and 
pedigreed French textiles: its centre piece a custom mahogany 
four poster bed with traditional barley post twists. Tucked away 
to the rear of the property is the family hub - a cool white open-

plan lounge and dining area filled with furlongs of squashy, 
low-slung antique settees, while the adjoining atrium with its 
open walls offers a distant vignette of turquoise Caribbean Sea. 
In the far corner, a hand-made bar designed by Sue Thomas 
Richardson and made from rare Bajan mahogany with fresco 
relief of Bajan green monkeys, provides a shady spot for an early 
evening cocktail, a collector’s piece, explains Jenny that like 
many of this home’s pedigreed furnishings celebrates “the patina 
of the old.” 

But then Jenny isn’t averse to a little nostalgic indulgence. 
Her first ‘vintage’ encounter back in the 80s was the creation of 
gastronomic retreat Le Manoir Aux Quat’ Saisons in Oxfordshire 
with her then husband award-winning chef Raymond Blanc. 
Ploughing £350,000 into the project, and, with a further cash 
injection from friends among them: Andrew Lloyd Webber 
and Sir Tim Rice, the couple transformed a dilapidated but 
“enchanting” fifteenth century residence into one of the finest 
country house hotels. Commercial success - an award winning 
hotel and restaurant with two Michelin stars sadly, came at too 
high price for the couple, who divorced in 1989. It did, however, 
fire her passion for “vintage projects”. “I realised how rewarding 
restoring the integrity of a place could be.” 
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Re-locating to London to set up her own design consultancy 
in 1996, it was a chance meeting at a New Year’s party in 
Mayfair with Bajan-born designer Sue Thomas-Richardson 
that set her on her Caribbean odyssey. “Sue initially moved to 
England to gain more experience of working on traditional 
British properties. We hit it off and decided to join forces.” Two 
years later and a visit to the island sealed their partnership. “I’d 
booked a last minute holiday to Tobago - I rang Sue and said – 
I’m in your neck of the woods - can I pop over?” Flying in and 
it was love at first sight: “white sandy beaches, jungle greenery 
and a can-do buzz. It has all the pared-back simplicity of the 
Caribbean, yet everything works,” she adds. 

Now, fourteen years on and with seven international design 
awards to her name, time is deftly divided between her thriving 
design practice near Hampton Court and her island HQ in the 
upscale parish of St James. Tropical revenues, which topped £2m 
last year, are, she admits, a testament to “the power of word-
of-mouth.” “London clients invariably commission me now for 
projects over here as well. It helps to have a foot in both camps. 
It means they never have to endure just what it takes to set up a 
home thousands of miles away. I’m on the ground to keep an eye 
on things.” 

Designing for warmer climes, has, inevitably forced a re-write 

of the usual design rules. “Wallpaper’s a no-go with the humidity. 
Even hardy linens expire in the heat. We’ve gradually adapted 
material choices such as using all-weather fabrics for indoor 
furniture – bear in mind guests retreating indoors in their 
wet swim suits and before you know it, the sofa is ruined. Dry 
cleaning isn’t big on the island – so it’s essential to design with 
easy after care in mind.”

As to managing client expectations? A rigorous brief “pre-
empts most unforeseens.” From there scoping out a workable 
design template and referencing the setting through choice 
of furniture, decorative accents and fabrics “comes naturally.” 
Indigenous materials, she feels, work particularly well: “Barbados 
has beautiful, versatile coralstone. We use local artisans and 
trades people who make furniture by hand as much as possible 
too. Clients just love to incorporate elements which are specific 
to the island.” 

While time off is a “rarity”, December brings with it a little 
light relief with the start of the Barbados ‘season’ – a winter-sun 
bacchanal of back-to-back socialising: polo luncheons, classical 
recitals and cocktail soirees in the company of friends, clients 
and homeowners, among them, Cilla Black, Sir Cliff, Andrew 
Lloyd Webber and the Swarovski family. 

House parties, she confesses require “stamina.” “Early evening 
cocktails, then dinner: a late evening sweep of courses by 
candlelight, with a beach barbecue at dawn if we can summon 
the energy. You daren’t miss a ‘do’ or it’s as if you’ve dropped off 
the social map.”  

As to a home-from-home on the island for herself: “Life’s so 
hectic at present – I prefer to rent. But one day perhaps. I’ve 
always admired British theatre designer Oliver Messel’s creations. 
He had an innate flair for converting otherwise ordinary houses 
into wonderlands. His ethereal style still translates today.”

For now, she’s happy making client dreams come true: “I love 
the big reveal,” she smiles. “Most are happy for me to take charge 
so by the time they see the finished result, I’m on tenterhooks. 
The best compliment is: “This feels like home already,” I know 
then it’s a job well done – it’s a keeper.” .” 

Ker Avel is on the market for £2.6m through West Coast Villas 
Sotheby’s International Realty; +1 246 432 5050,  
www.westcoastvillas.com
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Head Office & Design Showroom
59 High Street, Teddington, West London TW11 8HA, UK  Call: +44 (0)20 8943 4440  design@jennyblanc.com

  
Caribbean Design Showroom

Frangipani, Sunset Crest, St. James, Barbados, W.I.  Call: +1 246 432 0989  barbados@jennyblanc.com

www.jennyblanc.com PEARL
10% Pantone 134U

MID
Warm Grey 5

PANTONE UNCOATED 4-COLOUR (CMYK)

LIGHT
Warm Grey 2

PEARL
0/1/4/0

AQUA
Pantone 324U

AQUA
28/0/12/0

AQUA
Pantone 325U

AQUA
56/0/26/0

STONE
0/5/10/29

SAND
0/2/5/9

The Jenny Blanc design studio is well-
known for designing elegant, comfortable 
homes. Jenny is always personally involved in 
each project and prides herself on listening 
to and interpreting her client’s wishes to give 
them the home they have always wanted.

The company’s work for clients in the 
UK has led to them being commissioned to 
work on holiday villas in exclusive areas of the 
Caribbean. At the forefront is an understanding 
of how their clients wish to enjoy their second 
homes and relax on holiday. 

The Barbados office opened 11 years 
ago and has developed specialist expertise 

on the best, most suitable furnishings for 
a tropical climate. Jenny Blanc and her 
experienced team create bright, relaxing,  
award-winning holiday homes and offer a 
complete service travelling between the Barbados 
office and the design base in west London.

Two inspirational lifestyle showrooms, 
one in West London and one in Barbados 
showcase the company’s design work and  
offer an abundance of original, tantalising 
pieces. The Barbados showroom is a superb 
resource for everything you could possibly  
need for your second home from soft,  
luxurious towels, stylish cutlery to those key 
signature pieces that personalise each interior.

“Our aim is to be a centre of design excellence with a second-to-none 
service and to create beautiful, distinctive homes for our clients.”
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