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– but that’s one of the things that makes 

my work so interesting. We’ve worked 

on newly constructed homes and well 

established traditional island properties 

and have completed commissions in 

some of the most exclusive areas in 

Barbados including Port St Charles, 

Polo Ridge, Royal Westmoreland and 

Apes Hill. Recently, we’ve become highly 

involved with the island’s new Beachlands 

development: an extremely well-conceived 

development in a prime location 

created by the Lewis Trust Group. A very 

sympathetic approach has been employed 

to the design of the development, 

harmonising modern day holiday living 

with the beautiful environment. And 

this year, our design work has extended 

to Turks & Caicos- it’s a different set of 

considerations, but we’re planning to 

keep true to the landscape, and the client’s 

wishes.

Having a good level of regional 

understanding and knowing how 

businesses and craftsmen operate is 

hugely important when working in The 

Caribbean. As a native Barbadian, Sue 

Thomas-Richardson spent the early part 

of her career working for a notable interior 

designer in Barbados before moving to 

England 25 years ago – an invaluable 

background. We’re tremendously proud 

to have received four awards for our 

work in the Caribbean, including the 

‘World’s Best’ Best International Interior 

Design award at the 2007 International 

Property Awards where entries represent 

105 countries in the world. What’s our 

secret? Well we are inspired by natural 

aspects of the Caribbean, with colour all-

important. Local coral stone distinguishes 

many properties in Barbados and as a 

natural material that can be carved and 

sculpted we’ve used it for table bases, 

veranda benches and architectural details. 

Mahogany is a fine wood which has 

been grown on the island for centuries 

and although genuine Barbadian, it 

is much harder to obtain these days. 

Indigenous materials always give a feeling 

of oneness with the finished property and 

its environment - taking a classic West 

Indian furniture design of the past and 

reinterpreting it in a fresh way is a real joy.   
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After cutting my cloth with my 

former husband Raymond Blanc 

to create the legendry Le Manoir 

Aux Quat’ Saisons in Oxfordshire I 

opened a design studio close to Hampton 

Court in 1996 to specialise in the interior 

design of prestigious country homes. 

Within a few years, some of my clients 

asked me to work on projects in The 

Caribbean. One project led to another 

as recommendations came thick and 

fast. Before long I’d built up an extensive 

Caribbean portfolio for super-stylish 

apartments and villas – and I never 

looked back.  

What I love most about my work is 

that it allows me to help people create a 

truly comfortable home by successfully 

interpreting their vision. I work closely 

with my design partner, Sue Thomas-

Richardson whose interior design career 

started in her homeland of Barbados. 

Client collaboration is crucial to interior 

design so the skill of the job is in listening 

carefully to exactly what clients want 

and don’t want. With offices in London 

and Barbados, we are able to offer our 

international clients the best of both 

worlds together with a highly personal 

design service crafted to meet individual 

needs. We also offer property developers 

a finely-tuned consultancy service that 

helps them to create villas, condos and 

apartments that are attractive to both 

British and international clients. To this 

end, we are planning to open a lifestyle 

showroom in Barbados towards the end 

of 2010 – a highly exciting prospect that 

will really set us apart from other interior 

designers on the island.

Working in the Tropics, poses some 

real challenges but I am not fazed by 

managing a whole raft of contractors and 

craftsmen as it’s something I do all the 

time. In the twelve years I’ve worked in 

The Caribbean, no two days are the same 
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Interior designer Jenny Blanc divides her time between glamorous offices in 

West London and Barbados and enjoys a reputation for mixing classic style with 

contemporary Caribbean touches. 
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